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LUCKNOW; Barely 14, Prashant
Singh, son of a Hardoi-based
farmer, is already clear on what
he wants to become in life —a
forensic expert. A first genera-
tion learner in his family, he
developad interest in nvesti-
gating crime after taking part
in Duke Talent Identification
Programme, USA, where his
school VidyaGyan, Sitapur —a
philanthropic initiative of the
Shiv Madar Foundation —sent
him this vear.

“When I growuap, I'll motivate
students to develop interest in
arience as ithas answer to every
problem inlife. Science can take
India tothe fastlane of develop-
ment and thus scientific tenmper-
ament needs to be developed.”
Prashant told Hindustan Times

Prashant’s story is just one
among countless others of
nnderprivileged students of
rural areas and remota villages
of UP who have benefited from
WVidyaisvan.

Mancy Eunlshreshta. a native
of district Jalaun, aspires to e
an LAS officer and her role model
I= APJ Abdul Ealam. Anupam
Mlishra of Gonda district wants
to do engineering from IT and
work for the development of his
village,
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» Member of Parliament Dimple Yadav visits Sitapur Road campus of

the VidyaGyan and interacts with children and faculty.

completed five vears of service
inthe field o education, Dimpls
Yaday, Member of Parliament
from Eanmnang, visited its Sitapar
Boad campus and interacted
with its confident children
and faculty along with trustees
Foshni Nadar Malhotra and
Eiran Nadar.

The campns was setup threa
voars ago, justa couple of vears
after establishmment of the pio
neering campus of VidyvaGyan
in Bulandshahr

Sald Malhoira, “Our foun-
dation set up VidyaGyvan in TP
with the conviction that meri-
toriouns children, if given the
right opportunity and exposure,
can be at par with their urban
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coumterparts and be agents of
transformation for the society
and the nation.”

Today, the foundation claims
to conduct one of the largest pri-
vate selection and admission
procedures in India, covering
all 75 districts in UE.

“In 2004, we evalwated 2,060,000
students for the admission
exams, 80,000 took the test and
a0 were inducted in VidyvaGyan.
In all, there are 1400 students
and 100 teachers, which brings
teacher-taught ratio at 1:14."
MMalhoira added.

“We take raw children from
village and transform them into
future leaders." she said.

One of the success stories

VidyaGyan touches five-year milestone

of VidyaGyvan is Manvi, a first
batch student, who is in the
TS for a vear for the Eennedy
Lugar AFS Youth Exchange
Programme and is attending
the Thomas Alva Ediscn High
Zchool in Minneapolis. She is
putting up with an American
family and had interactive ses-
sion with members of United
Mation.

“WWo anre seoing potential lead-
ors emerging across all promi-
nentfields. One of our students
gqualified for the third edition
of Doha Goals Gathering of All
Leaders in Sport Forum while
four other students won the
PURMA School of Speed Award,
India’s first national school-
level athletics meet,” Malhotra
proudly declared.

Vidyasvan provides its chil-
drenfree, wiorld-class education.
Its students come from families
of farmers, daily wagers and
peasants with an annmal meome
of less than Es 1 1akly

Chwer 50% of the first batch
of VidvaGvan students, who
appeared for CBSE Class 10
boards, scored more than 90%.

For two successive vears,
Vidvaizyan students were sal act-
ed for the globally acclaimed
ke proeramme. The students
have been associated with top
U5 universities like Brown
and Lehigh for summer pro-
STAmImes.



